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The views offered in this publication do 

not necessarily reflect official LBRFC 

opinion or policy. 

Nearly Easter 
So with Christmas, New Year and (dry) January out of the way, the 6 Nations up 

and running and the days lengthening, it won’t be long before winter is a dim and 

distant memory …. Yeah right! 

The gap between issues has been a little longer than I would like, but the old 

creative juices are not quite flowing as they have done in the past.  However, 

now I’m back on the beer hopefully some inspiration will appear from 

somewhere. 

You may remember that in a couple of issues we listed brothers and fathers and 

sons that had played for the club.  There was also a solitary father and daughter.  

Well for this issue the readership has expanded to the first uncle and niece 

combo.  Yes, that shaggy haired terrier of the back row in the early Ladies XVs, 

Melissa Smith (nee Cray) has come aboard to expand our Spanish ex-pat list of 

subscribers.  Her uncle if you weren’t aware is that other back row terrier Steve 

Rogers.  Can’t remember him being shaggy haired though. 

Other welcome additions to our numbers are the honey-voiced silver fox that is 

Paul Whiting, one-time 1
st

 XV skipper and brief contributor to the business news 

segment on Sky News many moons ago.  It turned out I was the only person that 

had seen his star turn.  Andy Walton and Adrian Wagstaff are other stout 

newbies. 

The editorial team met long into the night to discuss the eligibility of Steve Jay 

(Fossil) who had showed an interest of becoming a subscriber.  You see the 

trouble is that despite the fact that he is very old, Foss is still turning out for the 

3rds.  It was decided that as Ace has been on the list since day one, and with Gary 

Low and Nigel Beaumont creeping back on to the pitch in recent months, it would 

be churlish to leave him out. 

Jon Ilic is still barred though! 

Tools 

 

 

Chaps around town 

John Fraser was on the touchline at the Dronfield match showing off his tan 

acquired during three weeks in Jamaica, a large acreage of which (that’s John’s 

tan, not Jamaica) he proudly showed off to fellow son of the soil, Mike Turner.  

Poor Mike.  Minutes before, in conversation with myself and Surguy, he was 

bemoaning the fact that Brexit could have him down to his last one and a half 

million.  Seeing several stones of tanned Fraser pretty much took him over the 

edge. 

Whilst on the topic of Fraz, I was standing next to him just as we went 50-5 up 

against Old Scouts whereupon he said “Have we got the bonus point yet?” 

At the ripe old age of 55 Andy Purr has retired so will now be spending a lot 

more time around Leighton Buzzard.  (Insert own lascivious comment here) 

After many years sterling service, Chris Pearson has stepped down from his role 

as Vice-Presidents rep to spend more time with his family.  Dave Siddon has 

taken over the mantle.  Every silver lining has a cloud. 

 

Bits and pieces 
The 1

st
 XV are continuing to make 

betting on their results a bit of a 

haphazard pastime.  A 62-5 thumping 

of Old Scouts was swiftly followed by 

defeats by Northamptonians and 

Paviors.  Then against the odds we 

won away at Bugbrooke before a nail 

biting win at the Meadow against 

fellow strugglers Dronfield with Geoff 

Branwhite’s last gasp penalty securing 

the win.  After round 20 (of 26) the 

table looks like this.  It’s going to be 

tight. 

Full details: www.rfu.com 

   Pts 

Newbold-on-Avon     91 

Kettering      81 

Old Northamptonians        77 

Lutterworth     61 

Huntingdon     59 

Melton Mowbray     56 

Wellingborough     47 

Bugbrooke         46 

Market Rasen & Louth    44 

Paviors      44 

Northampton Old Scouts    38 

Leighton Buzzard     38 

Dronfield      15 

Ilkeston        6 

 

Remaining fixtures: 

4th Mar Ilkeston (H) 

11th Mar Kettering (A) 

25th Mar Wellingborough (H) 

1st Apr Lutterworth (H) 

8th April Market Rasen & Louth (A) 

22nd Apr Melton Mowbray (H) 

http://www.buzzardrugby.co.uk/
http://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-results/competitions/midlands-division/2016-2017/group/21150
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Season rewind – 1987/1988  
For this issue we go right back to the very first season of League rugby.  The season marked a seismic shift from everything 

that had gone before.  For 100 years the only RFU sanctioned competition had been the County Championship, a quaint old 

tournament that was fatally flawed in that by the time 1971 and the RFU Clubs Knockout Competition arrived (later 

becoming the John Player Cup, Pilkington Cup, Tetley Bitter Cup etc), only small pockets of the country took it seriously.  In 

reality only two areas took it seriously.  The North (Lancashire, Yorkshire, Durham, Northumberland, Cumbria and Cheshire) 

and the South West (Cornwall, Devon, Gloucestershire and Somerset). 

The power of the traditional stuck up club fixture secretary was ripped asunder and clubs with aspiration now had a vehicle 

to prove their worth.  Clubs that had looked down their nose at others and scoffed at their fixture requests now had no 

hiding place.  Cheltenham, Oxford and Hinckley to name but three, who had loftily thought of themselves on the cusp of first 

class status had their balloons well and truly pricked.  Alan Hodey once told me that he had approached Hinckley for a fixture 

only to be sniffily told “Sorry.  We don’t play town clubs”.   The last time I looked Hinckley was a town but anyway though 

they have now recovered, Hinckley were relegated in each of the first three seasons of League rugby.  What a shame! 

For this first momentous season Buzzards were placed in Midlands Division 2 East which after 29 years is where we find 

ourselves now.  Jim Goodier was our leader, with Neal Summerfield the head honcho of the 2nds, Steve Rice the 3rds.  Dick 

Tearle headed up the 4ths and Stuart Bannerman the 5ths.  We also ran a 6
th

 XV and a Colts.   

Having won the East Midlands Cup the previous season we also took part in the John Player Cup where we took out Derby 

(two divisions above) in the first round before bowing out at Wright’s Meadow to Bedford Blues 24-6.  The season was also 

notable for being Dave and Meg’s first. 

  P W D L   F   A Pts Where are they now? 

Newark  10   9 - 1 243   72 18 Midlands 2 East (North) – Level 7 

Vipers  10   8 - 2 172   77 16 Midlands 2 East (South) – Level 7 

Matlock  10   7 1 2 173   97 15 Midlands 2 East (North) – Level 7 

Syston  10   6 - 4 163   98 12 National 3 Midlands – Level 5 

Leighton  Buzzard 10   5 2 3 112 114 12 Midlands 1 East – Level 6  

Kettering  10   5 - 5 145   88 10 Midlands 1 East – Level 6 

Lincoln  10   5 - 5   89 127 10 Midlands 3 East (North) – Level 8 

Stoneygate 10   3 1 6 115 115   7 No longer in League system 

Stamford  10   3 - 7 103 190   6 Midlands 2 East (South) – Level 7 

Loughborough 10   2 - 8   74 252   4 Midlands 2 East (North) – Level 7 

Wigston  10   - -                10   49 208   0 National League 2 (North) – Level 4 

(Wigston later merged with Westleigh to create Leicester Lions and it is in that guise that they hold a place in National League 2). 

The inaugural winners of the top division, National League 1, were Leicester.  Also in the top flight were: Wasps, Harlequins, 

Bath, Gloucester, Orrell, Moseley, Nottingham, Bristol, Waterloo, Coventry and Sale.  The latter two were relegated.  Rosslyn 

Park won National 2, in what was the last playing season of the magnificent late, great Andy Ripley, still playing 12 years after 

his last England cap.  Bedford finished 5
th

 and Northampton were relegated.  Exeter were in National 3 and finished one place 

lower than Maidstone! 

Of our traditional local foe, Stockwood and Peterborough were in the division above us, though Peterborough were 

relegated.  Towcestrians, Luton and Beds Ath were in the division below.  Ampthill and Dunstablians were two below with 

the latter relegated. 

France and Wales shared the Five Nations title (no points difference in those days).  England were coached for the first time 

by Geoff Cooke (of whom there ought to be a statue at Twickenham).  After losing 10-9 in Paris and 8-3 to Wales at 

Twickenham, Cooke showed his ruthless streak dropping captain Mike “Burglar Bill” Harrison and Les Cusworth.  Nigel 

Melville assumed the captaincy and Chris Oti was introduced on to the wing.  After a truly awful match at Murrayfield where 

England scraped a 9-6 win things weren’t looking a lot better when on the stroke of half time against Ireland with England 3-

0 down Melville suffered an horrific career ending injury.  For the second half John Orwin took over the armband and 

remembering the sprit that dragged his Bedford team to victory at Leighton earlier in the season, his team produced a 

performance that had every England fan rubbing their eyes in disbelief.  Gary Rees, Oti (3) and Rory Underwood (2) scored 

tries to pull off a 35-3 win and for the first time “Swing Low Sweet Chariot” rolled down from those old green stands.  The 

road to 2003 started that day! 
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The Harper Years 

sic) 

28
th

 October 1989 

…

1

0 0

0 0

0 0

24
th

 February 1990 

PROGRAMME REPEATS 
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18
th

 March 1990 

(This programme was for the week after England had lost their Grand Slam decider at Murrayfield – Ed) 

24
th

 March 1990 

...

26
th

 November 1988 

The Blower Years 

In next week’s programme … 

A series of celebrity cookery columns in which your tastebuds can be tantalised with some easy to prepare meals for 

your loved ones.  Next week, marvel at Nicky Watkins as he shows us his toad in the hole. 

Murton in clover 

Rumour mongers amongst you should really stop all this tittle-tattle and wild speculation about that “man about town” 

Neale Murtone, proprietor of Murtone’s Leather and Rubber Emporium, Linslade.  Perhaps he is thinking of settling 

down with the girl who is at his side Christine, but until they resolve which one should wear the bridal gown it is all just 

speculation. 

Modo in pelle ….. 

… is apparently “made in leather” in Italian.  Well at least that’s what it said on the inside of Rayfield’s black leather 

trousers which he was wearing in the Black Lion last week!  Somebody really must take him to one side about his dress 

sense. 

21
st

 October 1995 

Nothing changes 

Paul Walshaw brings his delightful new lady up to spend a couple of hours at the club with his chums, most probably on 

the understanding that they go on to somewhere nice later in the evening.  She starts to drink her first orange squash at 

5.30 (guess who’s driving) and Paul is joined by Hugh and a few other social drinkers and they all get totally rat-faced.  

New girlfriend drives them home and was really impressed with the social life at the club 

21
st

 September 1996 …. (Bolsh and Tina will be celebrating 17 years of blissful marriage this summer) 
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Top of the Form 

 

Use your skill and judgement to identify the little cherubs circled.  Please write your answers on a postcard to:  I can’t 

believe Dilly, Beefy Burchell, Graham King and Tony Horne were ever that young Competition, LBRFC, Leighton Road, 

Stanbridge, Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 9HR, England , UK, Europe, The World, The Solar System, The Universe 

See Hugh. Ben did play against Newark sometimes! 

 
Watkins, Irvine, Carne, Quinn and Connew plus a bloke from Newark.  March 1990.  Lost 20-22.   

PHOTO TIME 
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Summer Ball 
As usual this will be the first Friday in June.  Usual deal.  Bag a table, fill it.  All enquiries to Dave Pearson at the Club, 01525-

371322 

Backishoos. 
If you’ve been foolish enough to read and delete, help is at hand.  All previous issues are now available on the club’s official 

website, as will this one in due time.  The link can be found at the top left of page one.   Once in, click the Information tab 

(top right) and then click the last option. 

This may become the standard delivery mechanism as it will up the site’s visit figures (I hope), so your notification email for 

future issues will not include an attachment, simply a link to the website. 

Someone will know someone 

 
Another from Tarby’s collection.  The hand-written caption says “3

rd
 XV – 1977-78”.  He did go through the names with me 

but like when this photo was taken it was a long time ago!  Anyway, Trevor Tift, Ian Summerfield, Squeaky Meekey and Tarby 

are but four.  Perhaps Jon Chapman will recognise himself! 

Guilty Pleasure 
In these social media days of Twitbook, Facegram and Vistabook we appear to be bombarded with videos of this, that and 

everything,  “This West Ham player was just running up the pitch with his team winning 3-2.  You’ll be amazed at what 

happened next!” and that kind of rubbish.  I tend to ignore them all however there is one genre I find myself inexorably 

drawn towards, and from which I get a sense of deep joy. 

I cannot resist clips of golfers falling into lakes, having their tackle attacked by wicked ricochets and being mangled by their 

own golf carts.  I’ve tried to analyse this strange foible and have alighted on the conclusion that considering his history they 

are all things that I could see happening to Adey Linden, probably on consecutive holes.   Perhaps even all on the same hole 

... or on the putting green before he even reaches the first tee ... after he’s had a shit in the club secretary’s parking space. 


