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The Present 
Back to back wins over Trowbridge 

(23-6) and Wycombe (28-23) arrested 

a run of five straight defeats.  The 

remaining fixtures are: 

 

19
th

 Mar Swanage & Wareham (H) 

2
nd

 Apr Grove (A) 

9th Apr Salisbury (H) 

16
th

 Apr Windsor (A) 

23
rd

 Apr Witney (A) 

 

Full SW 1 East details can be found at 

www.rfu.com 

Standings after round 21 (5
th

 Mar): 

   Pts 

Towcestrians  85 

Salisbury   76 

Newbury   72 

Witney   68 

Maidenhead  59 

Oxford Harlequins  57 

Windsor   55 (↑1) 

Swindon   55 (↓1) 

Leighton Buzzard  49 

Trowbridge  34 

High Wycombe  34 (↑1) 

Grove   33 (↓1) 

Reading   22 

Swanage & Wareham 15 

 

↑↓ - movement since last issue 

Who said it wouldn’t last? 
Yes, a month has passed and here we are again!  The responses have been good 

and the contributions have rolled in.  Thanks are extended to Pete Arthur, 

Stuart Gore, Pete Ellam, Andy Purr, Hugh Davies, Ben Irvine and Splodge for 

their efforts.  I hope they won’t mind if I haven’t used all of their attachments.  

I’ve decided to hold a few back for future editions just in case the flow drops off 

from time to time. 

The sharp eyed amongst you will have noticed a new title.  This was provided by 

Ralph Harper (you’d never have guessed!), however this is a democracy not a 

dictatorship so the masthead may change from time to time should anyone else 

come up with something equally suitable.    Tools 

Get down Shep! 
I phoned the great man earlier this month and had a bit of a yarn.  The result 

being that he has special dispensation to be the only subscriber to get a hard 

copy.  You will not be surprised to hear that he doesn’t do “compootas”.   

The fella’s not in the greatest of shapes.  Knee and hip replacements have 

slowed him down a little but now in retirement, he still gets out walking the dog 

every day.  He has also risked the ire of at least 50% of Stewkleians in that he 

has moved from the south of the village to the north end.  People have been 

permanently shunned for less. 

My last question to him was that if someone were to pick him up, look after him 

and take him home again, would he pop down the Club one Saturday.  I got a 

steadfast “No”.  I really don’t think we should take that as an answer.  

Volunteers are therefore required.  Undercover surveillance and snatching skills 

required! … Hang on …. HEEEEEATLEY !!!!! TAKE ONE STEP FORWARD YOU 

‘ORRIBLE LITTLE RODNEY TROTTER LOOKALIKE!!!! 

Leighton Buzzard RFC 

Wright’s Meadow 

Leighton Road 

Stanbridge 

Bedfordshire, LU7 9HR 

 

President: Mr M. Hardy 

Chairman: Mr G. Fletcher 

Steward: Mr D. Pearson 

 

Tel: 01525-371322 

www.buzzardrugby.co.uk 

 

The views offered in this publication do 

not necessarily reflect official LBRFC 

opinion or policy. 

New kids on the block 
Since last month’s effort we have several new subscribers.  Assiduous 

undercover work has ensured we are now joined by the full membership of the 

Mark Hardy Massive plus Jon Roberts, John Colleran, Matt Heast, Fred & Bee 

Pargeter, Richard & Steve Sear, Ray Vernon, Phil Burton, Joe Hurley, Leigh 

Draper, Ben Wood, Steve Leng, Chris Smith, Ian Smith, Doug Burch, Hayden 

Male, Henry Clark, Luke Ilic, Mike Turner, Rob Stirling, Jocky Scourfield and the 

aforementioned Ralph Harper. 

Thanks go to Mario who has dragged a few in.  Thanks don’t go to Thornbury 

RFC who are yet to reply to my request for info on the whereabouts of Steve 

Rice, but then again being the size he is, he is very easy to lose. 

I’ve realised we are a little light on the late 90s/early noughties, so if anyone has 

info on Messrs Low, Vincent, Langhorn, Perry (x2), Lewis Jones etc please do 

pass them on, but remember to get the bill payers permission first and that 

your home may be at risk should you default on a loan secured against it. 

http://www.englandrugby.com/fixtures-and-results/competitions/south-west-division/2015-2016/group/19714
http://www.buzzardrugby.co.uk/
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Well … 
I was right about Ireland and Italy and kind of right about France. 

Newsletter baby 
Our youngest reader by some years is Luke Ilic and I discovered that he is very protective of the “old player” status we all 

share.  When I asked him for his brother’s email address he barked “He can’t get it.  He’s still playing!”. 

To demonstrate how young Luke is, he was at Stanbridge Lower School and Leighton Middle in the same year and class as my 

Nicola.  It was when they were both at the former that I realised the power of LBRFC to send shivers down the spine of polite 

society. 

Early in one particular winter week when she was 6 and I was a fairly new arrival in Nicola’s life, the headmistress asked Sally 

if she could have a quiet word as she was a little concerned.  It was the custom that every Monday the kids would write an 

entry in their diary detailing what they had done on the weekend.  Typically entries were in the style of “I went shopping with 

mummy to Milton Keynes” or “Daddy took me and my sister on a walk at Ivinghoe Beacon” or “I went to so-and-so’s party 

and we fed baby lambs”. 

Nicola had written “On Saturday night I went to the rugby club.  A man drank out of a long glass and was sick in a bucket” 

…….... Pride?  It has barely been greater. 

 

Self-Effacer of the Month 
…goes to Ray Vernon.  Having read the comment 

about the captain rhyming with Todgers filling the 

5
th

 XV team sheet with the name “Gillespie”, Ray 

pointed out that this particular piece of memory 

recall was not quite correct.   

In reality there would be 14 Gillespies and one 

Vernon as Buck was always confident that none of 

the higher teams would take him.  Awwww, bless! 

Or it could be Jimmy Davidson who having seen the 

1995 Club Dinner photo from last month’ s edition 

remarked how quickly he had gone from a standing 

start to become as follicly challenged as Gareth 

Chilcott.  

Technophobe of the Month 
This could go to Shep but then the headline would have to be 

“Technophobe of the last two centuries”, so step forward Andy 

Courage who having neither a computer and therefore by 

definition no email address has had to cyber squat in his 

girlfriend’s inbox.  I hope she’s not easily offended. 

Another with designs on the award is Crowie.  In the past I have 

had to contact him via his daughter’s email.  I don’t think I’ll 

bother posting him a hardcopy, I’ll just let him know it is at the 

club and he’ll pick it up as he undertakes his nightly fun run 

around the circumference of Bedfordshire carrying a rucksack 

full of bricks.  

Rather obvious attempt to fill an 

awkward space at the end of the page 
Song lyrics that made predictions which probably 

won’t come true – No 1 - “Don’t tread on an ant he’s 

done nothing to you, there may come a day when 

he’s treading on you”  

– A. Ant/M. Pirroni 1980 

Technical tip of the month 
If the photos on the pages following, or the text is too small.  

Perform the following handy tips: 

Laptop or Desktop: Hold the Ctrl key down and move the mouse 

roller forward to enlarge, back to reduce 

Tablet:  I think the term is “pinch out” 

Or simply change the zoom percentage at the top of the page 



 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Old Buzzards Newsletter - January 2016  3 | P a g e  

Knobheads 
February 2016        oldbuzzards80s90s@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PHOTO KORNER 
Now Ladies (we have two) and Gentlemen, please pause, turn your speakers on and double click on the Accompaniment.wav 

file that was also attached to your email 

Your Page 3 Fellas!! 

 

Easter Monday 1996 in Edinburgh’s Café Royal Rugby Memorabilia Bar.  It 

is no longer a Rugby Memorabilia Bar and probably ceased being so not 

long after Messrs Andy Hodey (slightly obscured), John Colleran, Dennis 

Bates and Adey Linden trod its reinforced catwalk. 

Mr. Ostrava 

 

The UK’s entrant to the prestigious event 

that keeps the whole of the Czech Republic 

awake at night. 

Marshy takes one for the team. 

 

Exmouth 1981.  By all accounts the man 

in the bucket was a bit of a club legend 

in his time and before mine.  Ian Marsh 

just about to take on a local in a race to 

win some beer. 

A few younger looking well-known faces 

here.  Dave Hyde, Mario, Pete Arthur 

and Ben Walker appear to be giving 

their unstinting support. 
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Teignmouth Easter 1981 

 

A coach seat headrest cover makes an ideal fashion statement just before the New Romantics era takes hold 

How! 

 

“I like your middle finger.  It’s a great finger for the role.  I have 

nothing against your middle finger.  Unfortunately neither have 

you”.  Someone who isn’t Bunt Scott compares demi-digits with 

Fred Dineage 

Mystery Personality round 

 

F****d if I know 

Next issue 
Pembroke Dock – The Whole Story!   

Don’t miss the exclusive special four-page pull out supplement.  

Told by the people that were there. 
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Torquay 1991 

 

Maddison, Macy, Davies, Heatley, Vernon, Penwell and Tooley 

get ready to paint the town beige.  Or perhaps they’re going to 

take in the sights of Torquay: The Sydney Opera House, the 

Hanging Gardens of Babylon, herds of wildebeest sweeping 

majestically …… 

A Sunday evening in Greenock 

 

A day after playing at Murrayfield where 

unfortunately the stands were facing the wrong way, 

Llewellyn Major, Fripp, Watkins, Heatley, Penwell, 

Cattttttto, Garland, Irvine, Stirling and a couple of 

young Drummonds celebrate victory in the 3
rd

/4
th

 

Place play-off at the Greenock Wanderers RFC 

Sevens, Easter 1996.  

24 hours later with the Watsonians fixture cancelled, 

all had a gentle day’s R&R at the Café Royal 

Memorabilia bar, apart from the ones that went 

home early and missed the best day of the tour!  

 

10 years on.  Ostrava 2006.  The tour of the bottomless kitty 

 

You can tell camera technology has moved on.  It’s all got a bit David Bailey arty-farty 
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Ben needs help 

 

Ben Irvine sent this photo but can’t remember when it was or what it was in aid of. 

So if you can remember why D’Sylva, Eric Bloodaxe, Middleton, Summerfield, Connew, Male, Beer R, Heatley, Sear, Micans, 

Keating, Turney, Kelly, Hardy, Siddon D; Murton, Siddon L., Eddy, Stirling, (is that a Perry?), Irvine, Davies, Penwell, Ward and 

Hanson(?) gathered together.  Please let us know. 

The Cold War comes to Leighton 

 

Buzzards v Steaua Bucharest, 1982.  Pity the poor Steaua hooker.  You manage to get out of Romania to play rugby.  Every 

move you make is watched by a couple of Ceaucescu’s goons and then you achieve the notoriety of being the only player 

John Surguy tackled in his entire career!  Probably landed in Bucharest and was immediately whisked away to a gulag. 
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Pellam scraps with the big brass 
The following email was sent by P. Ellam Esq to Ian Ritchie (cc’ed to Bill Beaumont, Rob Andrew and Joe Lydon).  Don’t know 

about you but I reckon Pete’s bid to be President of the RFU may have to be put on hold for a couple of years! 

> On 26 Oct 2015, at 15:43, Pete Ellam <peteellam@googlemail.com> wrote: 

>  

> Ritchie, 

>  

> Do yourself a favour and listen to your head coach for 5 minutes, how can someone that's so boring instill much needed flair and creativity into a team. 

> 4 fuckin years and that's what we ended up with, if you are not at fault for picking him then who is ?  

>  

> Now we face another 5 years of boredom, WHAT THE FUCK DO YOU KNOW ABOUT RUGBY, who has the least rugby experience you or Lancaster.  

> Please just do the right thing and appoint an independent panel, at least then you will come out of this mess with some respectability!!! 

>  

> After 35 years of playing and then watching I promise you the RFU will not get another penny from me until I feel confident that your establishment is run above board and 

not akin to FIFA. 

>  

> P Ellam 

and the reply .... 

From: Bill Beaumont <BillBeaumont@rfu.com> 

Date: Mon, Oct 26, 2015 at 5:03 PM 

Subject: Re: Humiliation 

To: Pete Ellam <peteellam@googlemail.com> 

Cc: Ian Ritchie <IanRitchie@rfu.com>, Joe Lydon <JoeLydon@rfu.com>, Rob Andrew <RobAndrew@rfu.com> 

Dear Mr Ellam 

 

I do not normally get involved in e mail exchanges but I have rarely seen one so rude.  You are entitled to your opinion but as Chairman of the RFU and played and 

Captained the National Team I take exception to your comments and observations  

 

Regards 

 

Bill Beaumont 
Sent from my iPhone 

 

Programme Repeats  
The Tarbox Years 

Keith Prosser would like all the members to know 

that he comes to the Club every Saturday and drinks 7 

to 8 pints and never buys a round.  Well done Keith, 

you get the Tight Arse of the Season Award. 

(2
nd

 March 1985, plus ҫa change!) 

If you’re at a loss on a Saturday night because the 

games have been called off give Kingy a ring for an 

entertaining night out.  I can recommend it to you 

all. 

(23
rd

 Feb 1985) 

When Ted Holmes was stood on the touch line last 

week more than a few people offered him the loan of 

a jacket, but how many aging poseurs would say “Do 

you want to borrow my old Wasps shirt?” 

(23
rd

 Nov, 1985.  Give me three guesses I throw two of 

them away and say Mick Brown) 

Jon Chapman informs me that the reason the turds 

only managed second last week was because four of 

the side travelled to Towcester with Marc Taylor and 

were still half asleep when they played 

 

And now a test of memory and intelligence.  Who is 

Matt Hollas?  Well that’s what Steve Splodge Boyd 

asked last week after they had been chatting 

together for the previous ten minutes. 

(30
th

 Nov 1985) 

 

Programme Repeats 
The Harper Years 

I hear that Jo Yirrell’s latest pregnancy fad is for 

Mars bars.  It can’t be Dave she’s yearning for when 

she is nibbling on the end of it because they are king 

size.  Apparently they don’t do worm size ones. 

(sometime in 1986) 

POSEUR OF THE WOK 

Just to let you all know that Pearson has been given a 

car phone.  We are not sure whether it is because he 

does so much work of because his boss gets fed up of 

the regular repair bills from him using the roof as a 

tom-tom to signal his mates with. 

QUIZ NEWS FOR THOSE OF YOU WHO MISSED IT 

Sorry it didn’t make last week’s prog but a big thanks 

to Tony Guerrera for setting up such a good night.  

The winning team consisted of Messrs Gray, Hyde, 

Skeggs and Shaw which just goes to show where the 

brains are.  The losing team by some margin 

consisted of Fraser, Keating, Reeves and 

Summerfield.  Which goes to show Fraser really is as 

dim as we all thought and the reason Rod only ever 

talks about rugby is that he knows bugger all about 

anything else.  Dave claimed that he knew most of the 

answers but Keating had the pen and thought he knew 

better.  Neal just admitted that he didn’t know any of 

the answers but was pissed after round one anyway.  It 

also transpired that Graham Blower watches 

Brookside as he was the only person who knew the 

name of the window cleaner. (Probably 1986 v Aylesbury) 
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